
Additional Amateurism Resources
A number of additional resources are available to assist with understanding amateurism, delayed 
enrollment, recruiting and scouting services, and other amateurism-related topics. All are available  
as downloadable PDFs for ease of sharing.

One-Page Amateurism-Related Flyers

Basics of Amateurism

While most student-athletes complete the amateurism certification process  
without any additional requirements, many are confused by the overall process.  
This one-page flyer outlines the basics of amateurism requirements and the 
amateurism certification process.

Amateurism Certification Basics

The Review Process

Amateurism Certification
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EDProspective student-athletes must receive a final amateurism certification before 

being eligible to compete at an NCAA Division I or II school. This includes transfer 
student-athletes from two-year colleges, NAIA schools, foreign institutions or  
Division III schools. The Eligibility Center will review your sports participation  
history to determine your amateurism status.

Register with an Eligibility Center 
Certification Account before 
your sophomore/10th year at 

eligibilitycenter.org. 

If additional information is 
requested regarding your 
amateurism certification  

(through a task in your account), 
copy and paste the request into  

an email and reply to 
acp-processing@ncaa.org.  

Check the task list in your 
Eligibility Center account to  
see if additional information  

is requested. You may  
complete tasks in any order.

Select each sport you plan  
to play at an NCAA school.

Complete and update  
the sports participation 

section annually. 

Before starting at an NCAA Division I or II college or university, request final amateurism certification 
and confirm you have provided complete and accurate information to the Eligibility Center.

January/midyear enrollees 
can request Oct. 1 before  
their DI or DII enrollment.

Fall enrollees can request 
starting April 1 before their  

DI or DII enrollment. Visit ncaa.org to 
learn how to request 

final amateurism 
certification.

REGISTER
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Ice Hockey-Specific Amateurism Requirements

For domestic and international student-athletes with a goal to play ice hockey  
at the Division I or II level, this one-page flyer outlines the amateurism information 
specific to this sport. A must-read for all ice hockey student-athletes!

Individual Sports-Specific Amateurism Requirements

For domestic and international student-athletes with a goal to play an individual 
sport at the Division I or II level, this one-page flyer outlines the amateurism  
information specific to several individual sports.

Skiing-Specific Amateurism Requirements

For domestic and international student-athletes with a goal to ski at the  
Division I or II level, this one-page flyer outlines the amateurism  
information specific to this sport. A must-read for all skiing student-athletes!

Amateurism  
Certification Basics

Important Hockey-Specific Rules — Division II 
•   Generally, it is impermissible for a PSA to reach an agreement 

(written, verbal or for future representation) with or receive ben-
efits or services from an agent.

•   A PSA will jeopardize their eligibility if they sign an agreement with 
or compete on a Major Junior (OHL, WHL or QMJHL) team.

•   A PSA cannot receive tryout-related expenses from a 
professional or Major Junior (OHL, WHL or QMJHL) team past 48 
hours from the PSA’s arrival at the tryout facility. Any participation 
in a tryout beyond 48 hours must be self-financed.

•   Prior to enrolling full time at any college or university, a PSA 
may sign an agreement with and compete on a professional team 
(other than a Major Junior [OHL, WHL or QMJHL] team).

•   Prior to enrolling full time at any college or university, a PSA 
may receive more payment than expenses from a professional 
team (other than a Major Junior [OHL, WHL or QMJHL] team).
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Important Hockey-Specific Rules — Division I
•   Generally, it is impermissible for a PSA to reach an agreement 

(written, verbal or for future representation) with  
or receive benefits or services from an agent.

•   A men’s ice hockey PSA who is drafted by a professional 
club before enrolling full time at a college or university may 
be represented by an agent or attorney during contract 
negotiations. The PSA must pay the going rate for the agent’s 
services, and if the PSA does not sign a contract with the club, 
the agreement for representation must be terminated before 
enrolling full time at a college or university.

•   A PSA will jeopardize their eligibility if they sign an agreement 
with or compete on a professional or Major Junior (OHL, WHL 
or QMJHL) team.

•   It is impermissible for a PSA to receive payment, expenses  
or educational expenses from a professional or Major Junior 
(OHL, WHL or QMJHL) team.

•   A PSA cannot receive tryout-related expenses from a profession-
al or Major Junior (OHL, WHL or QMJHL) team past 48 hours 
from the PSA’s arrival at the tryout facility. Any participation in a 
tryout beyond 48 hours must be self-financed.

What the Eligibility Center Reviews:
•   Timeline of all club participation.
•   Signed agreements with agents, recruiting services, professional 

teams or Major Junior (OHL, WHL or QMJHL) teams.
•   Expenses received during tryouts with professional teams or  

Major Junior (OHL, WHL or QMJHL) teams.

•   For Division II men’s ice hockey and Divisions I and II women’s 
ice hockey, if PSAs do not enroll full time at the first opportunity 
after their grace period and continue to participate in organized 
competition, they will lose one season of NCAA eligibility for each 
calendar year during which they continue to compete. PSAs may 
also be required to serve an academic year in residence (two 
full-time semesters or three quarters) at the NCAA school before 
becoming eligible to compete.

What is Delayed Enrollment? 
•   PSAs have a grace period after their expected date of high school 

graduation and before full-time collegiate enrollment in which they can 
continue to compete without jeopardizing their NCAA eligibility. 

Prospective student-athletes must receive a final amateurism certification from the Eligibility Center 
before being eligible to compete at an NCAA Division I or II school. This includes transfer student-
athletes from two-year colleges, NAIA schools, foreign institutions or Division III schools. The Eligibility 
Center will review your sports participation history to determine your amateurism status.

•   For Division I men’s ice hockey, the grace period ends on the PSA’s 
21st birthday. Participation after the PSA’s 21st birthday and before 
full-time collegiate enrollment could jeopardize their eligibility.

•   All compensation the PSA received from his or her hockey teams.

mEN’S AND WOMEN’S ice hockey

Up to

Golf, Cross Country, Track and Field, Swimming and Diving, Fencing, 

Gymnastics, Rifle, Bowling, Equestrian and Beach Volleyball

What the Eligibility Center reviews:
•   Timeline of all team and individual competition.

•   Signed agreements for funding, apparel or equipment sponsors.

•  Breakdown of prize money and expenses for each calendar year.

What is Delayed Enrollment? 
•   For Divisions I and II, PSAs will lose one season of 

competition for each calendar year a PSA participates in 
organized competition after a 12-month period following 
their expected high school/secondary school graduation 
and before enrolling full time in a college or university.

PSAs may jeopardize their eligibility  
for Division I if they:  

•   Reach an agreement with an agent (written, verbal or  
for future representation).

•   Accept benefits or services of any kind from an agent.

•   Receive more payment than expenses to compete on a team.

•   Compete on a professional team after the PSA has  
enrolled full time at a college or university.

•   Accept more prize money than expenses in a calendar year.

•   Receive funding for training not tied directly to  
competition or practice in preparation for competition.

•   Sign an apparel, equipment or sponsorship agreement  
that provides for more than the PSA’s actual and  
necessary expenses.

PSAs may jeopardize their eligibility  
for Division II if they: 

•   Reach an agreement with an agent (written, verbal or  
for future representation).

•   Enter into an agreement with or receive benefits from  
an agent.

•   Compete on a professional team after the PSA has  
enrolled full time at a college or university. 

•   Accept more prize money than expenses for any event  
(event-by-event basis) after the PSA enrolls full time at  
a college or university.

º   Note: All post-college or university prize money received  
before Jan. 21, 2017, even if less than expenses,  
is impermissible.

Amateurism Certification Basics

mEN’S AND WOMEN’S skiing

What the Eligibility Center reviews:
•   Timeline of all team and individual competition.

•   Agreements for funding, apparel or  
equipment sponsors.

•   Breakdown of prize money and expenses  
for each calendar year. 

What is Delayed Enrollment? 
•   For Division I, PSAs will lose one season of 

competition for every one-year period a PSA 
participates in organized competition after  
their 21st birthday. 

•   For Division II, PSAs will lose one season of 
competition for every one-year period a PSA 
participates in organized competition after three 
12-month periods (36 months) following their  
expected high school/secondary school  
graduation and before enrolling full time in  
a college or university.*

PSAs may jeopardize their eligibility  
for Division I if they:  

•   Reach an agreement with an agent (written,  
verbal or for future representation). 

•   Accept benefits or services of any kind from  
an agent. 

•   Receive more payment than expenses to  
compete on a team.

•   Compete on a professional team. 

•   Accept more prize money than expenses in a 
calendar year.

•   Receive funding for training not tied directly  
to competition or practice in preparation  
for competition. 

•   Sign an apparel, equipment or sponsorship  
agreement that provides for more than the  
PSA’s actual and necessary expenses. 

PSAs may jeopardize their eligibility  
for Division II if they: 

•  Reach an agreement with an agent (written, verbal 
 or for future representation). 

•  Accept benefits or services of any kind from an agent. 

•   Compete on a professional team after the PSA has 
enrolled full time at a college or university. 

•   Accept more prize money than expenses for any 
event after the PSA enrolls full time at a college  
or university.**

*Competition during the PSA’s second and third 12-month 
periods must be sanctioned by the U.S. Ski and 
Snowboard Association or its international counterparts.

**All post-college or university prize money received  
before Jan. 21, 2017, even if less than expenses, 
is impermissible.
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http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/ECMIP/Amateurism_Certification/Amat_Basics.pdf
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Soccer-Specific Amateurism Requirements

For domestic and international student-athletes with a goal to play soccer at the 
Division I or II level, this one-page flyer outlines the amateurism  
information specific to this sport. A must-read for all soccer student-athletes!

Tennis-Specific Amateurism Requirements

For domestic and international student-athletes with a goal to play tennis at the 
Division I or II level, this one-page flyer outlines the amateurism  
information specific to this sport. A must-read for all tennis student-athletes!

Tips for Recruiting/Scouting Services

Check out our one-page flyer is for students who utilize a recruiting or scouting 
service, this one-page flyer outlines the responsibilities and requirements of  
these services. Designed to address questions from the services’ perspective,  
this flyer provides detailed insight on the operations, requirements and  
regulations by which recruiting and scouting services are required to abide.

Amateurism Certification Basics
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S SOCCER

Prospective student-athletes must receive a final 
amateurism certification from the Eligibility Center before 
being eligible to compete at an NCAA Division I or II 
school. This includes transfer student-athletes from 
two-year colleges, NAIA schools, foreign institutions 
or Division III schools. The Eligibility Center will review 
your sports participation history to determine your 
amateurism status.

What the Eligibility Center reviews: 
•   Timeline of all club participation.

•   Signed agreements with club teams, 
professional teams and recruiting services.

•   A breakdown of all compensation the 
student-athlete received and any 
out-of-pocket expenses.

What is Delayed Enrollment?
•   For Divisions I and II, PSAs will 

lose one season of competition 
for every one-year period a 
PSA participates in organized 
competition after their expected 
high school/secondary school 
graduation and before enrolling full time 
in a college or university.

PSAs may jeopardize their eligibility for 
Divisions I and II if they:

•   Reach an agreement with an agent 
(written, verbal or for future representation).

•   Receive benefits or services of any kind 
from an agent.

•   Sign with a professional team or compete 
with professional athletes after PSA has 
enrolled full time at a college or university.

Additionally, PSAs may jeopardize their 
eligibility for Division I if they:

•   Receive more payment than expenses to 
compete on a team.

Amateurism Certification Basics
TENNIS, Men’s and women’s

Prospective student-athletes must receive a final amateurism 
certification before being eligible to compete at an NCAA Division I or II 
school. This includes transfer student-athletes from two-year colleges, 
NAIA schools, foreign institutions or Division III schools. The Eligibility 
Center will review your sports participation history to determine your 
amateurism status.

What the Eligibility Center reviews:
•   Timeline of all team and individual competition.

•   Signed agreements for funding, apparel or 
equipment sponsorships.

•   A breakdown of prize money and expenses  
for each calendar year.

What is Delayed Enrollment?
•   For Division I, PSAs will lose one season of competition 

for each calendar year a PSA participates in organized 
competition after a sixth-month period following their expected 
high school/secondary school graduation and before enrolling full 
time in a college or university.

•   For Division II, PSAs will lose one season of competition for every 
one-year period a PSA participates in organized competition after 
their expected high school/secondary school graduation and before 
enrolling full time in a college or university.

PSAs may jeopardize their eligibility for Division I if they:
•   Reach an agreement with an agent 

(written, verbal or for future representation).

•   Accept benefits or services of any kind from an agent.

•   Receive more payment than expenses to compete on a team.

•   Receive more than $10,000 in prize money during a calendar year.

•   Receive funding for training not tied directly to competition or 
practice in preparation for competition.

•   Sign an apparel or equipment sponsorship agreement that provides 
for more than the PSA’s actual and necessary expenses.

•   Compete on a professional team after the PSA has enrolled full time 
at a college or university.

PSAs will jeopardize their eligibility for Division II if they:
•   Sign with or receive benefits from an agent.

•   Compete on a professional team after the PSA has enrolled full time 
at a college or university.

Tips for Recruiting/Scouting Services
Recruiting service-specific legislation

Use of the NCAA Logo and Trademarks

•   Recruiting services can disseminate personal information (e.g., 
profiles, demographics) and statistics to NCAA schools.

•   Information must be in a standardized format and distributed to 
any NCAA school that subscribes to the service.

•   Recruiting services cannot guarantee an NCAA scholarship.

•   Fee cannot be based on receipt of an NCAA scholarship.

•   Fee cannot be based on the amount or percentage of an NCAA 
scholarship the prospective student-athlete receives.

•   NCAA coaches and staff members cannot endorse, serve as 
consultants or participate on advisory panels for any recruiting or 
scouting service.

•   Recruiting/scouting services offering subscriptions to NCAA 
members seeking access to basketball and football PSAs’ 
information are required to get approval from the NCAA enforcement 
certification and approvals group. For more information regarding 
this process, please visit ncaa.org/scoutingservice.  

•   Recruiting services may not use the 
NCAA or Eligibility Center’s logos, brands 
or trademarks for promotional purposes.

•   Misuse of the NCAA brand is subject 
to legal action.

•   Recruiting services can link text format 
only (not using the NCAA logo) to the 
NCAA’s webpages, such as ncaa.org/
playcollegesports or eligibilitycenter.org, 
for the purpose of providing information to 
users, provided the links are made available 
on a general resources webpage.

Visit ncaapublications.com to download the most current NCAA division manuals.
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